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events of civil life. The place of the Pony Express in history, as in- 
terpreted by the author, appears to have some documentary support. 

American History and Government. By Willis Mason West, sometime 
professor of history and head of the department, University 
of Minnesota. (Boston, New York, and Chicago: Allyn and 
Bacon, 1913. 801 p.) 
Professor West is so well known as a writer of successful textbooks 
that a new volume from his pen at once commands respect. The reader 
expects something good and American History and Government is in no 
sense disappointing. In many ways it is his masterpiece. It is large 
and radically different from the ordinary text — in fact a new history. 
The entire arrangement of the book is original. There are four main 
parts : The English in America ; The Making of the Nation ; Nationality 
and Democracy ; and The People and Privilege. These parts are in turn 
divided into chapters, each of which is described by a keynote sentence 
almost classic in its terse English. In fact the book everywhere dis- 
closes careful writing and not infrequently the account acquires a dig- 
nity and elegance seldom found in textbooks. 

The points emphasized most are the growth of democracy, the west- 
ward movement of population with its consequences, and the industrial 
development with all that has gone with it. Several authors have claimed 
to make the industrial history a part of the general narrative, but Pro- 
fessor West is the first writer who has actually succeeded. He has also 
treated the westward movement and the frontier more adequately than 
has the writer of any other text. 

"The volume is not a special plea. American democracy needs no 
special pleading. Its weaknesses, sins, blunders, are here portrayed on 
occasion. But I should not have cared to write the book at all if I had 
not believed that a fair presentation of American history gives to the 
American youth a robust and aggressive faith in democracy." These 
words from the preface give the keynote of the book. 

The volume contains fifty-six maps and diagrams especially prepared 
to illustrate the westward movement, political changes, and industrial 
development. Only one map is designed to illustrate military events. 
Liberal use is made of footnotes and without a trace of pedantry. Ref- 
erences are limited to a few really vital books — a marked improvement 
over the long lists usually given. 

All things considered, it is easily the most important text that has ap- 
peared in a decade, although it may be too large for secondary schools. 
If it does not become immediately popular, it will at least render many 
existing texts obsolete. Practically no errors of fact are apparent, ex- 
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cept the map opposite page 8 has posts marked that were not founded 
until after 1700. 

0. M. DlCKERSON 

Actual Government in Illinois. By Mary Louise Childs, teacher of his- 
tory and civics, Bvanston Township High School. (New York: 
The Century Company, 1914. 224 p. $.50) 

The tendency to get away from the old formal study called "Civics" 
is illustrated in this volume in the "pertinent questions" at the end of 
each chapter and by the unusually practical procedure suggested in the 
"Foreword to the Teacher." Cook County and Chicago are treated at 
greater length than are other portions of the state. The ' ' dry bones ' ' of 
government are stated in compact outlines, and parallel column com- 
parisons are used effectively. Exact references to illustrative material 
are found at the head of each chapter, and there is a good working bib- 
liography at the close. 

The illustrations are well chosen and suggestive, especially the dia- 
grams and facsimiles of posters promoting civic betterment. One chap- 
ter of the book is devoted to state history. 

One notices some errors as: the method of voting (p. 104) ; the time 
of electing a senator and holding primaries (p. 108) ; and the statement 
that the "Little Ballot is the only form of referendum in Illinois." 

O. M. DlCKERSON 

A Short History of the United States. By John Spencer Bassett, Ph. 
D., professor of American history, Smith College. (New 
York : The Macmillan Company, 1913. 885 p. $2.50 net) 

There has undoubtedly been need of a contribution which would bring 
within the compass of two covers the main results of the volumes of 
serious history which have appeared in recent years. Professor Bassett 
has made that contribution in scholarly form. The book is fully one- 
third larger than West's and is printed in clear type on comparatively 
thin paper so that it is not clumsy to handle. 

As the author tells us in his introduction, there is no attempt at orig- 
inal contribution in material and one notices little that is new in or- 
ganization. Indians, individual colonies, military campaigns, adminis- 
trations, and similar traditional topics find adequate treatment. So 
also do the newer topics of social and economic life. In fact, the stand- 
ard publications have been reduced to one volume — that tells the whole 
story. It is not especially designed as a text, has little "pedagogical 
machinery," and does not contain a copy of the Constitution, Declara- 
tion of Independence, or similar documents. Emphasis is placed on later 
history, especially upon events since the Civil War. Only one-third 



